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1.     How do you define the term “culture bearer”? What criteria do you use to 
determine to whom the term applies? 
 

Everyone in New Orleans with any kind of roots here – and who is 
willing to share them and pass them on to the next generations – is a 
Culture Bearer.  We are blessed with multiple cultures in the Crescent 
City, and I don’t want to exclude anyone.  

 
2.     New Orleans culture comes from its neighborhoods, working class African-
American neighborhoods in particular.  However, these neighborhoods, such as 
Central City, the Treme, and the 7th Ward, are facing skyrocketing housing costs, 
widespread displacement, and rapid gentrification.  How will you ensure that 
housing will remain affordable for working-class communities in these 
neighborhoods and that long term residents will not be forced to move due to short-
term rentals or escalating mortgages and rent? 
 

My strategy is built on the objective of enabling more locals to own 
their own homes.  Home ownership in New Orleans has declined from 
the time before Katrina, and City funds should be directed towards 
bringing this number up.  For instance, subsidies that are available for 
the construction of affordable housing units in larger developments 
should be made available to help people of modest means into “Rent-to-
Own” programs.  Loan subsidies can be forgiven over time as the owner 
stays in the house.   

 
3. Many musicians, cultural practitioners, and service industry workers travel long 
distances from areas like New Orleans East to get to jobs and gigs in the historic 
core of the City. What are your plans to make public transportation more efficient, 
reliable, and cost effective for these individuals?   
 

This is primarily a technical problem.  NORTA and Transdev should 
make this an objective and I will hold them to it.  We need to add more 
buses to the NORTA system for many reasons. 
 
Note that increasing the supply of affordable housing nearer downtown 
should alleviate some of the transportation challenges. 
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4.     The City of New Orleans brought in $7.4 billion in tourism revenue from 10.45 
million visitors last year, many of whom were drawn here by advertising campaigns 
and images that rely heavily on our musicians, artists, and traditional culture 
bearers.  Despite this financial windfall for the city, many of these same musicians, 
artists, and culture bearers still live close to the poverty line.  How would you 
ensure that a greater percentage of tourism revenue finds its way to the people and 
communities that create the culture that attracts these visitors?  
 

Our musicians, artists, and other Culture Bearers are indeed living 
expressions of our traditions, but they are also Small Businesses.  It is 
right and proper that be successful as businesses.  The City and 
nonprofit organizations can help teach them – like any small businesses 
– the best ways to price their services, advertise, accept payments, limit 
give-aways, incorporate, set up bank accounts, and so on.  New Orleans 
has a long tradition of entrepreneurship and hustle; this can and will 
work for cultural businesses. 
 
There is great potential in helping local artists “export,” i.e. increase 
sales and tours elsewhere in the US and the world, but this will require 
further study. 

 
5.     There is a fundamental inequity in parade fee structures, where fees for large 
Mardi Gras parades are significantly less than what Social Aid and Pleasure clubs 
pay for their annual second lines.  How will you address this inequity? 
 

Reduce fees for Social Aid and Pleasure Club activities so that they 
match Mardi Gras parade fees. 

 
6.     Do you support the current administration’s $40 million dollar Security 
Plan?  What is one component that you would keep, and one component that you 
would change? 
 

Like any other public program, the current security plan should be 
evaluated over time and modified or discontinued in light of the 
evidence. 
 
I would keep crime cameras, especially those focused on crime hot 
spots.   
 
I am opposed to requiring bars in the French Quarter to close their 
doors at 3 am. 
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7.     How will you support neighborhood bars, music venues, and small cultural 
businesses? 
 

They are all small businesses and can benefit from the same training on 
small business strategies that I would suggest for culture bearers, as 
described above in my answer to question #4. 

 
8.     Do you support the permanent removal of the 8PM street musician curfew? 
 

Yes, the curfew should be removed in the French Quarter. 
 
9.     New Orleans culture includes Black Masking/Mardi Gras Indians and brass 
bands, but also funk and bounce music, spoken word, theater and dance, and much 
more. How will you partner with these diverse cultural communities in crafting 
impactful policies and decisions that reflect both the values of that community and 
our local government? 
 

The best thing that the City government can do to foster artists is to 
leave them alone to be creative in their own ways.  Too much 
government involvement could stifle creativity. 
 
If anything, we can make sure that the laws of the City enable a decent 
supply of performance spaces and times so that artists can perform for 
their audiences. 

 
10. Cultural activity is a great crime prevention tool, particularly for youth. Provide 
one specific example of what you will do/advocate for to better leverage our 
cultural assets to build a safer community? 
 

The best way for the arts to act as a crime prevention tool is to engage 
the kids early in life. 

 
11. Many of New Orleans’ musical/cultural traditions are passed down from teacher 
to student and/or elder to young torchbearer. How would you assist in perpetuating 
our traditions for the next generation within our current school system? 
 

There is a role for the school system and charter schools, but these are 
properly under the control of the OPSB and RSD, not the mayor’s office.   
 
There is also an opportunity for teaching and studying outside the 
schools.  Artists – as small businesses – can gain revenue directly from 
their students, even outside of a formal classroom setting. 



MaCCNO Cultural Policy Candidate Questionnaire 
Candidate Name:  Troy Henry 
 
 

 

12. Do you support creating priority loading/unloading zones for musicians on 
Frenchmen St. & Bourbon St.? 
 

DPW should permit the appropriate number of loading zones but not 
for the exclusive use of musicians. 

 
13. (For Mayoral candidates only) Will you maintain the Office of Cultural Economy? 
If so, what is your vision for that agency under your leadership? 
 

In modified form, yes.  I would create a “Chief Community and Cultural 
Officer,” to promote the arts, support community cultural programs, 
and evaluate new ideas and as they come along.  When appropriate, this 
office would also bring them to reality.  For instance, CCCE would be the 
ideal place to explore possibilities for increasing artist exports, as 
mentioned above in question #4. 

 
 


