
Music and Culture Coalition of New Orleans 
Cultural Policy Candidate Questionnaire 

 
These questions were developed in conjunction with a number of musicians, 
artists, grassroots cultural organizations, and culture bearers.  The same set of 
questions is being sent to all mayoral and city council candidates (with one 
question for mayoral candidates only).  We will be publishing the complete 
answers on our website and expect coverage from a number of news 
organizations. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Ethan Ellestad, Executive Director of 
the Music and Culture Coalition of New Orleans at director@maccno.com or at 
504-327-7713.  We would also be happy to set up a meeting to further discuss 
these issues if you would like. 
 
Please return your responses to these questions before September 28th. If you 
would like, you can type your responses directly on this document. 
 
E-mail your responses to director@maccno.com 
 
Thank you for your cooperation and your willingness to serve New Orleans 
and its residents!  We know the culture of the city is very important to many 
voters, and we want to ensure that people have all the information they need 
to make their decision. 
 
Candidate Name: Timothy David Ray 
 
1.     How do you define the term “culture bearer”? What criteria do you use to 
determine to whom the term applies? One definition I use for “culture bearer” is 
a person who actively and even proactively practices nurturing, displaying or 
performing, and/or passing down or “on” the culture of a people.  
 
The term can be applied liberally, but I would not call an expropriator or 
exploiter of a culture a “culture bearer”.   
 
2.     New Orleans culture comes from its neighborhoods, working class African-
American neighborhoods in particular.  However, these neighborhoods, such as 
Central City, the Treme, and the 7th Ward, are facing skyrocketing housing costs, 
widespread displacement, and rapid gentrification.  How will you ensure that 
housing will remain affordable for working-class communities in these 
neighborhoods and that long term residents will not be forced to move due to short-
term rentals or escalating mortgages and rent? To ensure housing is affordable, I 
support the proposed Smart Housing Mix ordinance from the City Planning 
Commission. I know that, if passed, it will secure affordable units for a number 
of new developments throughout the city. However, because our very culture 
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is being threatened, I feel we must strengthen the proposed ordinance to 
extend the terms that units must be priced below market rates, and the 
number of units.  
In order to help keep residents in their properties, I will be a watchdog for 
Code Enforcement to ensure their office is not aggressively adding fines, fees, 
and penalties to homeowners who are making diligent efforts to keep their 
properties in a safe condition. I support the work of Councilmember Cantrell 
who discovered the misuse of funds from the Neighborhood Stabilization Fund 
and saw that those funds would be properly used now to help homeowners 
make necessary repairs to their homes in order to bring them into compliance 
with Code Enforcement. 
I have listened to residents and neighbors with regard to short-term rentals; 
whole home rentals have had a devastating impact on the very fabric and 
culture of New Orleans’ neighborhoods and the STR ordinance must be 
dramatically amended. In addition to the matter of whole home rentals, there 
is a feeling among neighborhood associations that the current ordinance 
unfairly protects one New Orleans neighborhood, while leaving the others at 
risk – this too, must be corrected. I will work on the Council to draft an 
ordinance that drastically limits whole home rentals, and ensures that all our 
neighborhoods and homeowners are treated fairly. 
In District B, Central City is not only facing rising rental costs, but also has a 
noticeable number of blighted residential and commercial properties or 
vacant lots. I believe we, as a city, must do all we can to ensure neighborhoods 
like Central City – where I culture in large part, derives – does not lose any 
more units or properties to developers who will price out natives to those 
neighborhoods.  
 
3. Many musicians, cultural practitioners, and service industry workers travel long 
distances from areas like New Orleans East to get to jobs and gigs in the historic 
core of the City. What are your plans to make public transportation more efficient, 
reliable, and cost effective for these individuals?  I believe public transportation 
can be both serve riders as both a necessity and a mode of convenient travel. 
In order to achieve that, public transportation must become more efficient – 
connecting riders with jobs and gigs with shorter travel times and more 
reliably. While I fully appreciate the novelty of streetcars and the modern 
reliance on buses, I would also like to help shape a public transit system that 
incorporates district-specific circulator vehicles (that would serve a more 
centralised radius) and more park-and-ride vehicles and stations.  
I also believe there is an opportunity to explore reduced fees for hospitality 
workers and musicians. I would work to develop a system that would not 
easily be malleable and allow for misuse or fraud, but would provide both an 
incentive and a ‘break’ to the citizens who drive our economy. 
 
4.     The City of New Orleans brought in $7.4 billion in tourism revenue from 10.45 
million visitors last year, many of whom were drawn here by advertising campaigns 
and images that rely heavily on our musicians, artists, and traditional culture 



bearers.  Despite this financial windfall for the city, many of these same musicians, 
artists, and culture bearers still live close to the poverty line.  How would you 
ensure that a greater percentage of tourism revenue finds its way to the people and 
communities that create the culture that attracts these visitors?  
 
5.     There is a fundamental inequity in parade fee structures, where fees for large 
Mardi Gras parades are significantly less than what Social Aid and Pleasure clubs 
pay for their annual second lines.  How will you address this inequity? This fee 
inequity has been a part of my published campaign platform since it was 
released. I am well aware of the inadequate, if not seemingly arbitrary, fee 
structure. As a vital part of our culture, community, and economy, I will work 
with the next administration to restructure the parade permit fees to ensure 
our smaller, yet equally significant, Social Aid & Pleasure Clubs (who often 
have far less finances than Mardi Gras Krewes) are not paying more than they 
should. 
 
6.     Do you support the current administration’s $40 million dollar Security 
Plan?  What is one component that you would keep, and one component that you 
would change? I do not fully support the Security Plan. As of today, the 
component I disagreed with the most (the 3 a.m. rule) has been pulled. I do 
not support the component that would plant trees and add “furniture” to 
Bourbon Street. I believe that is another affront to New Orleans and an effort 
to morph New Orleans into a more family-branded version of itself. I would 
keep the component that would require businesses on Bourbon to install CC-
TV and supply their feed to NOPD. 
 
7.     How will you support neighborhood bars, music venues, and small cultural 
businesses? Most neighborhood bars, music venues, and small cultural 
businesses have been in operation for a number of years and are, mostly, good 
neighbors. Oftentimes, problems and complaints arise when new neighbors 
move in and/or when developers want to see an establishment shuttered. 
Since we know these practices occur, any consideration of an emerging 
pattern of complaint must be duly fleshed out and independently investigated, 
before the City acts and impairs the business.  
 
8.     Do you support the permanent removal of the 8PM street musician curfew? 
Yes.  
 
9.     New Orleans culture includes Black Masking/Mardi Gras Indians and brass 
bands, but also funk and bounce music, spoken word, theater and dance, and much 
more. How will you partner with these diverse cultural communities in crafting 
impactful policies and decisions that reflect both the values of that community and 
our local government? As a part of my proposed Cultural Arts Trust Fund, I 
envision securing and dedicating funds that will nurture, preserve, and pass 
along New Orleans cultural and performing arts – in all genres. I envision 
funding and programming for true New Orleans culture – in tandem.  



 
10. Cultural activity is a great crime prevention tool, particularly for youth. Provide 
one specific example of what you will do/advocate for to better leverage our 
cultural assets to build a safer community? As a part of my call for “holistic 
approaches” to public safety, and specific resources for New Orleans youth 
and children, I have called for cultural arts trainings to be supported by the 
City, in addition to city-supported recreational programs.  
 
11. Many of New Orleans’ musical/cultural traditions are passed down from teacher 
to student and/or elder to young torchbearer. How would you assist in perpetuating 
our traditions for the next generation within our current school system? See 
questions 9 & 10; for more information visit 
http://timothydavidray.com/protecting-new-orleans-culture/ 
 
12. Do you support creating priority loading/unloading zones for musicians on 
Frenchmen St. & Bourbon St.? Yes. These zones were proposed before and I 
supported it. They should already be in place as they are in others cities. 
 
13. (For Mayoral candidates only) Will you maintain the Office of Cultural 
Economy? If so, what is your vision for that agency under your leadership? 
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