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         We Must Preserve Ourselves 
 

 
 

1. How do you define the term “culture bearer”? What criteria do you use to determine to 

whom the term applies? 

I have never heard of this term before.  This terminology may have emerged after Katrina.  

It has no place in this musical culture. 

 

2. New Orleans culture comes from its neighborhoods, working class African-American 

neighborhoods in particular.  However, these neighborhoods, such as Central City, the 

Treme, and the 7th Ward, are facing skyrocketing housing costs, widespread 

displacement, and rapid gentrification.  How will you ensure that housing will remain 

affordable for working-class communities in these neighborhoods and that long term 

residents will not be forced to move due to short-term rentals or escalating mortgages and 

rent? 

I have responded to questionnaires concerning these exact issues with other organizations 

who were to protect the citizens of New Orleans from such invasive and determined 

actions from those who clearly knows that this is happening to these neighborhoods.  The 

other concern I have is that these new (culture wipeouts) are not able to afford these 

homes once this gentrification of African American neighborhoods are complete.  They 

have high turnover of homeownerships; usually most of these homes have been owned by 

at least four homeowners within the last five years!  Where is the stability after these 

homeowners move out these long-standing African American families that made those 

neighborhoods what they were?  Finally, after a high turnover of homeowners, then it 

becomes a short-term rental, so that the African Americans who once stayed in those 

neighborhoods are not able to afford them nor return. 

3. Many musicians, cultural practitioners, and service industry workers travel long distances 

from areas like New Orleans East to get to jobs and gigs in the historic core of the City. 

What are your plans to make public transportation more efficient, reliable, and cost 

effective for these individuals?   

 

I had the opportunity last month to take a bus ride on the RTA Ride Line that discussed 

those issues.  Once I become Mayor of New Orleans, I will definitely connect those gabs 

in public transportation and also have a special bus line for musicians so that they can get 

back and forth to their jobs (gigs). 

 



4. The City of New Orleans brought in $7.4 billion in tourism revenue from 10.45 million 

visitors last year, many of whom were drawn here by advertising campaigns and images 

that rely heavily on our musicians, artists, and traditional culture bearers.  Despite this 

financial windfall for the city, many of these same musicians, artists, and culture bearers 

still live close to the poverty line.  How would you ensure that a greater percentage of 

tourism revenue finds its way to the people and communities that create the culture that 

attracts these visitors?  

 

I am a native New Orleanian!  I breathe this culture!  I wake up in this culture.  I AM 

THAT!  I plan to review all revenues coming into this city concerning economic 

development and how this city market its culture.  I will not use the bait and switch 

method to draw people here and then forget the people who made it happen.  I plan to set 

up trusts accounts that can only be asset by the musicians, the Ancient Indian Tribes of 

New Orleans and their descendants.  

 

5. There is a fundamental inequity in parade fee structures, where fees for large Mardi Gras 

parades are significantly less than what Social Aid and Pleasure clubs pay for their annual 

second lines.  How will you address this inequity? 

Mr. Ethan, why is this happening?  Why African Americans in New Orleans pay so much for 

their gifts?  If you look at the commercials celebrating New Orleans culture for the 300 

Tircentennial, it is inundated with black culture.  However, when it comes to providing for this 

culture, protecting this culture and preserving this culture, it is denied and then penalized. 

I plan on addressing this with the SA&PC, the Economic Development and Workforce within 

the Business Alliances and the Tribal Indians. 

 

6. Do you support the current administration’s $40 million dollar Security Plan?  What is 

one component that you would keep, and one component that you would change? 

 

I never heard of this $40 million dollar plan before? 

 

7. How will you support neighborhood bars, music venues, and small cultural businesses? 

 

I will have a meeting(s) with those proprietors and let them tell me what their needs are 

and how I can serve them. 

 

8. Do you support the permanent removal of the 8PM street musician curfew? 

 

Absolutely!  I cannot believe such an ordinance exists.   

 



9.     New Orleans culture includes Black Masking/Mardi Gras Indians and brass bands, but also 

funk and bounce music, spoken word, theater and dance, and much more. How will you partner 

with these diverse cultural communities in crafting impactful policies and decisions that reflect 

both the values of that community and our local government? 

I find that after 2006, there is a great deal of ordinances against music, ancient cultures and 

Sainthood.  As far as partnering with this cultures is almost asking me how will I partner with 

my hair?  Already I am.  

10. Cultural activity is a great crime prevention tool, particularly for youth. Provide one 

specific example of what you will do/advocate for to better leverage our cultural assets to 

build a safer community? 

 

I am going to use my executive powers concerning these and a few other issues around 

this subject. 

 

11. Many of New Orleans’ musical/cultural traditions are passed down from teacher to 

student and/or elder to young torchbearer. How would you assist in perpetuating our 

traditions for the next generation within our current school system? 

 

My Administration wants all public schools to return to the New Orleans Public School 

system where I believe this educational system truly enriched this passage from teacher to 

student.  These current charter schools are not cultivating this atmosphere.  This system 

in place seems to be a detriments to destroy everything that once was New Orleans.  The 

irony of all these changes and ordinance is that this city is in its most deteriorating form I 

have ever witnessed.  

12. Do you support creating priority loading/unloading zones for musicians on Frenchmen 

St. & Bourbon St.? 

Again, I have never seen such notorieties against the culture of New Orleans since 2006.  

13. (For Mayoral candidates only) Will you maintain the Office of Cultural Economy? If 

so, what is your vision for that agency under your leadership? 

First, this office needs an overhaul.  Then I want to see how much revenue it receives from 

the budget.  My vision will remain with this Administration until after the October 14th 

election. 

 


