
Music and Culture Coalition of New Orleans 
Cultural Policy Candidate Questionnaire 

 
These questions were developed in conjunction with a number of musicians, 
artists, grassroots cultural organizations, and culture bearers.  The same set of 
questions is being sent to all mayoral and city council candidates (with one 
question for mayoral candidates only).  We will be publishing the complete 
answers on our website and expect coverage from a number of news 
organizations. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Ethan Ellestad, Executive Director of 
the Music and Culture Coalition of New Orleans at director@maccno.com or at 
504-327-7713.  We would also be happy to set up a meeting to further discuss 
these issues if you would like. 
 
Please return your responses to these questions before September 28th. If you 
would like, you can type your responses directly on this document. 
 
E-mail your responses to director@maccno.com 
 
Thank you for your cooperation and your willingness to serve New Orleans 
and its residents!  We know the culture of the city is very important to many 
voters, and we want to ensure that people have all the information they need 
to make their decision. 
 
Candidate Name:  
 
1.     How do you define the term “culture bearer”? What criteria do you use to 
determine to whom the term applies? 
 

● A cultural bearer is an individual or group that practices arts 
and traditions that express a community's traditional values, 
aesthetics, and needs through this work. Community driven 
criteria should apply. 

 
2.     New Orleans culture comes from its neighborhoods, working class 
African-American neighborhoods in particular.  However, these neighborhoods, 
such as Central City, the Treme, and the 7th Ward, are facing skyrocketing housing 
costs, widespread displacement, and rapid gentrification.  How will you ensure that 
housing will remain affordable for working-class communities in these 
neighborhoods and that long term residents will not be forced to move due to 
short-term rentals or escalating mortgages and rent? 
 

● Property values and housing costs are linked to many issues, 
including market trends, housing supply, and the prevailing 

mailto:director@maccno.com


wage in the area. I will ensure that State and Federal housing 
programs are maximized and that leverage our resources to 
incentivize the supply of affordable housing. When new units 
are constructed, I will pursue long-term commitments for 
affordability. The Council can  impact affordable housing 
through zoning by incentivizing the building of multi-family 
and multi-income housing where appropriate, built with 
quality construction and design, as well as through supporting 
home ownership programs. Additionally, it is imperative that 
the Short-Term Rental ordinance is enforced to ensure that the 
character of our communities is protected. 

 
 
3. Many musicians, cultural practitioners, and service industry workers travel long 
distances from areas like New Orleans East to get to jobs and gigs in the historic 
core of the City. What are your plans to make public transportation more efficient, 
reliable, and cost effective for these individuals?   
 

● I will advocate for someone with transportation expertise to be 
appointed to City Planning Commission. On the Council, I will 
push for a more collaborative approach on a regional level, so 
that we can work with State and Federal officials to maximize 
the opportunities for expanding transportation infrastructure 
throughout the City. I believe we need to look at all innovative 
options for infrastructure and partner with the ride sharing 
economy and other new technologies to increase accessibility 
for all of our communities, particularly those who are 
underserved. Above all, I will seek to achieve the goals of New 
Orleans’ Master Plan to have livable, walkable communities. 

 
4.     The City of New Orleans brought in $7.4 billion in tourism revenue from 10.45 
million visitors last year, many of whom were drawn here by advertising campaigns 
and images that rely heavily on our musicians, artists, and traditional culture 
bearers.  Despite this financial windfall for the city, many of these same musicians, 
artists, and culture bearers still live close to the poverty line.  How would you 
ensure that a greater percentage of tourism revenue finds its way to the people and 
communities that create the culture that attracts these visitors?  
 

● It is not acceptable for our culture bearers to be struggling 
when they are the driving force for tourism. When I am on the 
Council, I will ask tourism and cultural industry leaders to 
come together to propose a plan to give more support to the 
musicians, artists and culture bearers. I will propose to 
establish an advisory committee on culture and community to 
advise the City Council, very similar to the Environmental 



Advisory Committee I helped established while serving as the 
lead legislative staffer for Councilwoman Nadine Ramsey. 
While working on behalf of District C, I developed an excellent 
working relationship with MACCNO, with a consistent record 
of fighting for the needs of our artists, musicians, and 
craftsman, and I will continue to do so as the District A 
Councilperson.  

 
5.     There is a fundamental inequity in parade fee structures, where fees for large 
Mardi Gras parades are significantly less than what Social Aid and Pleasure clubs 
pay for their annual second lines.  How will you address this inequity? 
 

● As you know the fee structures were recently changed by the 
Council.  I believe we need to revisit the fee structure and make 
sure the framework is equitable and fair.  

 
6.     Do you support the current administration’s $40 million dollar Security Plan? 
 What is one component that you would keep, and one component that you would 
change? 
 

● We must do whatever we can to ensure the security of our City, 
including the French quarter and high traffic areas. I am not in 
support of closing venues early or any measure that would 
disrupt the civil liberties of our tourists, residents, or 
performers or disrupt our culture. Increased police presence, 
live monitoring, and community policing that is educated on 
our cultural laws (like through MACCNOs street performance 
guide) are all measures I support in order to reduce the 
opportunities to commit crime.  Providing safe venues, loading 
areas and pathways is critical to this plan. 

 
7.     How will you support neighborhood bars, music venues, and small cultural 
businesses? 
 

● I have a record of making sure that our local business, 
particularly our music venues and cultural attractions, are 
protected. In consultation with the community, I will do 
whatever it takes to help our cultural community thrive, both 
now and for future generations. 

 
8.     Do you support the permanent removal of the 8PM street musician curfew? 
 

● It is my understanding that the constitutionality of this curfew 
has been decided by a court of law which takes precedence. 

 



9.     New Orleans culture includes Black Masking/Mardi Gras Indians and brass 
bands, but also funk and bounce music, spoken word, theater and dance, and much 
more. How will you partner with these diverse cultural communities in crafting 
impactful policies and decisions that reflect both the values of that community and 
our local government? 
 

● When I am on the Council, I will ask tourism and cultural 
industry leaders to come together to establish an advisory 
committee on culture and community to advise the City 
Council, very similar to the Environmental Advisory 
Committee I established while serving as the legislative 
director for Councilwoman Nadine Ramsey. Leaders from 
these communities should have a strong and effective dialogue 
with our City government to ensure that our culture and values 
are reflected in our governance. 

 
10. Cultural activity is a great crime prevention tool, particularly for youth. Provide 
one specific example of what you will do/advocate for to better leverage our 
cultural assets to build a safer community? 
 

● Cultural activities geared toward young audiences are great 
examples of initiatives that help keep kids engaged in 
productive and meaningful ways in the community. I will fully 
support community organizations such as Young Audiences, 
the Arts Council and Roots for Music. Furthermore, I support 
the creation of a Department of Youth Services and Families to 
coordinate the public and private services for our young 
people and families. This entity will work with the 
State-created Children and Community Planning Board to 
make sure we have coordinated, wrap-around services for 
youth from birth to adulthood, which can also serve as a 
partner for our youth cultural organizations. 

 
11. Many of New Orleans’ musical/cultural traditions are passed down from teacher 
to student and/or elder to young torchbearer. How would you assist in perpetuating 
our traditions for the next generation within our current school system? 
 

● I highly encourage organizations such as Roots for Music to 
engage with the community both inside and outside of school. 
Furthermore, I hope to see increased funding for the arts and 
cultural studies in our school systems. Our culture is at the 
core of what makes us all New Orleanians.  

 
 



12. Do you support creating priority loading/unloading zones for musicians on 
Frenchmen St. & Bourbon St.? 
 
Yes.  
 
13. (For Mayoral candidates only) Will you maintain the Office of Cultural 
Economy? If so, what is your vision for that agency under your leadership? 
 
 


