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1. How do you define the term “culture bearer”? What criteria do 
you use to determine to whom the term applies?

1. Wikipedia defines culture bearer as “any individual, 
especially a migrant, who carries, and thus diffuses, 
cultural values and traits between societies”. It further 
states, “The role of culture bearers is particularly 
important within those cultures undergoing transition or 
experiencing threat from outside the culture”. 

2. I believe that most humans are culture bearers, but rarely 
identify as such—perhaps because many people in 
society do not understand the role they play in 
preserving, changing, and creating culture. The people 
who do understand the role(s) they play, seem to 
develop more intentionality behind their actions—such as 
Colin Kaepernick, Barack Obama, and John McCain. 

3. There is also cultural appropriation, which is lead by 
culture bearers who have created and maintained a 
culture of misappropriating others’ cultural identity and 
intellectual property.

2. New Orleans culture comes from its neighborhoods, working 
class African-American neighborhoods in particular.  However, 
these neighborhoods, such as Central City, the Treme, and 
the 7th Ward, are facing skyrocketing housing costs, 



widespread displacement, and rapid gentrification.  How will 
you ensure that housing will remain affordable for working-
class communities in these neighborhoods and that long term 
residents will not be forced to move due to short-term rentals 
or escalating mortgages and rent?

1. I support inclusionary zoning through the expansion of 
the Smart Housing Mix Ordinance. I believe that every 
neighborhood in our city should share the responsibility 
of providing affordable housing to our most vulnerable 
residents.

2. Considering that we have a 30,000 unit affordable 
housing shortage and 40,000+ blighted units of property, 
I will ensure that all blighted property is sold or otherwise 
assigned to individuals and agencies who have the 
capacity to transform them into affordable homes and 
businesses.

3. I have proposed that we grow our $1.5MIL loan pool for 
Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBEs) to 
$150MIL, with a priority on Tourism, Trade, and 
Technology, all of which affect the music industry.

4. I have also proposed that the $200MIL+ surplus held by 
the Morial Convention Center be used to provide housing 
to low income service industry workers, musicians, and 
others who support our conventions and tourism industry.

3. Many musicians, cultural practitioners, and service industry 
workers travel long distances from areas like New Orleans 
East to get to jobs and gigs in the historic core of the City. 
What are your plans to make public transportation more 
efficient, reliable, and cost effective for these individuals?



1. New Orleans needs to make sure that travel times on 
public transportation are reduced to the lowest in the 
country, and indeed the world. I will support a feasibility 
study and action plan for securing necessary resources 
to reach those goals.

2. We also need to make sure that our App streams bus 
and streetcar locations in real time.

4. The City of New Orleans brought in $7.4 billion in tourism 
revenue from 10.45 million visitors last year, many of whom 
were drawn here by advertising campaigns and images that 
rely heavily on our musicians, artists, and traditional culture 
bearers.  Despite this financial windfall for the city, many of 
these same musicians, artists, and culture bearers still live 
close to the poverty line.  How would you ensure that a 
greater percentage of tourism revenue finds its way to the 
people and communities that create the culture that attracts 
these visitors?

1. Many artists, promoters, and cultural centers rely on 
other individuals and organizations to underwrite capital 
developments, events and ad campaigns. This means 
many of them will have less control over branding and 
profits.

2. I believe that the DBE Loan pool and the Convention 
Center surplus are great resources to tap for 
underwriting artists and promoters directly. I believe that 
cooperatives and unions should also have access to 
these funds.



5. There is a fundamental inequity in parade fee structures, 
where fees for large Mardi Gras parades are significantly less 
than what Social Aid and Pleasure clubs pay for their annual 
second lines.  How will you address this inequity?

1. I believe that a portion of the traffic camera fees, money 
acquired from many of our cultural Foundations, and a 
portion of the Convention Center Surplus should 
underwrite the historic cultural events in our City.

6. Do you support the current administration’s $40 million dollar 
Security Plan?  What is one component that you would keep, 
and one component that you would change?

1. I support some aspects of the plan but not others. I 
would keep the LED lighting and ask for fiber-optics and 
wifi as the technology will pay for itself. I would not have 
paid for the barricades and do not support the curfew.

7. How will you support neighborhood bars, music venues, and 
small cultural businesses?

1. I believe that investments in our historic neighborhood 
bars, new music venues, and small cultural businesses 
will yield great returns in neighborhood jobs created, and 
overall economic impact from new commerce in our 
tourism economy. I will make sure the increase in the 
DBE loan pool and all other money available to local 
businesses has a greater positive impact on small 
business.

8. Do you support the permanent removal of the 8PM street 
musician curfew?



1. Yes

9. New Orleans culture includes Black Masking/Mardi Gras 
Indians and brass bands, but also funk and bounce music, 
spoken word, theater and dance, and much more. How will 
you partner with these diverse cultural communities in crafting 
impactful policies and decisions that reflect both the values of 
that community and our local government?

1. I will invite cultural communities to submit policy 
proposals and respond to existing policy. I believe that 
many previous proposals may have been disregarded or 
otherwise not supported due to politics of an inequitable 
system. Under my leadership ALL proposals and 
planning efforts will be transparent and inclusive.

10. Cultural activity is a great crime prevention tool, particularly for 
youth. Provide one specific example of what you will do/
advocate for to better leverage our cultural assets to build a 
safer community?

1. I believe every citizen should be able to walk to a cultural 
center where intergenerational, intercultural activity is 
provided on a weekly basis. I will seek funding to create 
an asset map of existing organizations, buildings, and 
funding that support cultural activity, and I will lead the 
effort to grow the resources available to our most 
vulnerable endangered cultures.

11. Many of New Orleans’ musical/cultural traditions are passed 
down from teacher to student and/or elder to young 
torchbearer. How would you assist in perpetuating our 
traditions for the next generation within our current school 
system?



1. I will lead the effort to regain our neighborhood schools 
and make them available to the surrounding communities 
for after school and weekend activities. Also, our senior 
centers should become more intergenerational as our 
elders live healthier longer lives when they are 
surrounded by positive youth and our youth live more 
prosperous lives when they are mentored by elders.

12. Do you support creating priority loading/unloading zones for 
musicians on Frenchmen St. & Bourbon St.?

1. Yes

13. (For Mayoral candidates only) Will you maintain the Office 
of Cultural Economy? If so, what is your vision for that agency 
under your leadership?

1. NA


