
Music	and	Culture	Coalition	of	New	Orleans	
Cultural	Policy	Candidate	Questionnaire	

	
E-mail	your	responses	to	director@maccno.com	
	
Candidate	Name:	Catherine	Love,	District	B	
	
1.					How	do	you	define	the	term	“culture	bearer”?	What	criteria	do	you	use	to	
determine	to	whom	the	term	applies?	
	
Anyone	who	has	unique	cultural	values/attributes/knowledge	and	shares	it	within	
the	community.	
	
The	criteria	I	use	is	quite	liberal.	Many	confine	the	concept	to	immigrants,	but	I	
think	that	there	are	unique	cultures	embedded	in	our	individual	neighborhoods	
within	our	own	community.	“West-bankers”	vs	“East-bankers”,	athletes	vs	
academics,	etc.		As	long	as	the	cultural	values	being	shared	are	positive	and	enrich	
the	community	as	a	whole,	I	think	the	term	can	be	applied.			
	
2.					New	Orleans	culture	comes	from	its	neighborhoods,	working	class	African-
American	neighborhoods	in	particular.		However,	these	neighborhoods,	such	as	
Central	City,	the	Treme,	and	the	7th	Ward,	are	facing	skyrocketing	housing	costs,	
widespread	displacement,	and	rapid	gentrification.		How	will	you	ensure	that	
housing	will	remain	affordable	for	working-class	communities	in	these	
neighborhoods	and	that	long	term	residents	will	not	be	forced	to	move	due	to	short-
term	rentals	or	escalating	mortgages	and	rent?	
	
Solving	the	affordable	housing	problem	in	New	Orleans	requires	multiple	strategy	
approach	to	address	the	different	needs	of	the	different	communities	and	people	
affected.	Understanding	that	one	strategy	will	not	solve	this	problem	is	crucial,	
many	city	planners,	current	leaders	and	candidates	fail	to	recognize	this	very	simple	
principle.	My	action	plan	is	as	follows:	
	

• I	will	start	with	a	comprehensive	analysis	that	includes	total	housing	costs,	
i.e.	utilities,	taxes	and	maintenance;	transportation	costs;	and	short-	and	
long-term	impacts	that	affect	housing	cost.	

• I	will	create	programs	that	provide	support	for	lower-income	households	to	
repair	and	maintain	their	homes	coupled	with	creating	a	protection	from	
taxes	on	the	increase	in	value.	This	is	one	of	the	most	impactful	strategies.	

• I	will	work	to	remove	unjustified	restrictions	and	costs	for	urban	infill	
development,	this	is	generally	the	most	cost-efficient	and	beneficial	option	
overall,	but	is	challenging	due	to	local	opposition,	and	because	its	benefits	
are	widely	dispersed.	



• I	will	create	legislation	and	promote	limited	equity	co-ops	this	strategy	is	not	
only	a	permanent	--	at	minimum	a	long-term	–	solution	for	affordable	
housing	but	it	will	also	transition	vulnerable	renters	into	home	owners.	

• Lastly,	I	will	create	opportunities	through	my	economic	development	
platform	that	promote	worker-owned-businesses,	cultural-co-operatives	and	
higher	paying	jobs	to	drive	the	earning	potential	up	for	New	Orleanians.	

	
3.	Many	musicians,	cultural	practitioners,	and	service	industry	workers	travel	long	
distances	from	areas	like	New	Orleans	East	to	get	to	jobs	and	gigs	in	the	historic	
core	of	the	City.	What	are	your	plans	to	make	public	transportation	more	efficient,	
reliable,	and	cost	effective	for	these	individuals?			
	
I	will	enforce	criteria	for	transit	expansion	investments	that	is	based	on		

1. Reducing the travel time for commuters 
2. Increasing the number of jobs workers can access within 30mins 
3. Expanding routes across parish lines 

	
I	will	work	to	use	a	local	hotel	occupancy	tax	that	taxes	the	tourist	not	our	citizens	to	
provide	funding	for	increasing	the	number	of	buses	and	routes.			
	
I	will	not	support	project	like	the	multi-million-dollar	Rampart	Trolley	Extension	
that	only	increased	the	property	value	for	some	politicians	and	their	friends	and	
actually	reduced	the	number	of	jobs	people	could	access.	Any	investment	must	
demonstrate	a	clear	and	measurable	impact	on	those	who	depend	on	it	to	earn	a	
living.	
	
4.					The	City	of	New	Orleans	brought	in	$7.4	billion	in	tourism	revenue	from	10.45	
million	visitors	last	year,	many	of	whom	were	drawn	here	by	advertising	campaigns	
and	images	that	rely	heavily	on	our	musicians,	artists,	and	traditional	culture	
bearers.		Despite	this	financial	windfall	for	the	city,	many	of	these	same	musicians,	
artists,	and	culture	bearers	still	live	close	to	the	poverty	line.		How	would	you	
ensure	that	a	greater	percentage	of	tourism	revenue	finds	its	way	to	the	people	and	
communities	that	create	the	culture	that	attracts	these	visitors?		
	
I	will	create	a	local	hotel	occupancy	tax	(7%);	that	generates	a	new	source	of	income	
from	the	tourism	industry	that	can	be	used	to	fund	support	programs	for	those	that	
are	the	nuts	and	bolts	of	the	tourism	industry,	the	reason	tourist	come	here.		
	
	
5.					There	is	a	fundamental	inequity	in	parade	fee	structures,	where	fees	for	large	
Mardi	Gras	parades	are	significantly	less	than	what	Social	Aid	and	Pleasure	clubs	
pay	for	their	annual	second	lines.		How	will	you	address	this	inequity?	
	

1. I will first and foremost require full transparency.  All invoice must include 
details regarding number of officers, names of officers, time in 15min increments, 
distance of route in order to be valid. 



2. I will level the playing field by advocating that ALL second-lines be required to 
hire a set number of police/100 or 500 people and be charge per officer based on 
the number of people that actual come, not the number anticipated 

3. I will create a traditional second-line ordinance that provides clear definitions, 
guidelines and protections for this cultural backbone of New Orleans. We are not 
just Mardi Gras. 

4. Likewise, I will hold social club, Mardi Gras krewes, special event hosts, etc 
accountable for any violence by suspending and/or revoking second-line 
privileges temporarily or permanently in chronic situations.  I would also 
organizers criminal responsible if indicated. The tradition is being threatened 
because the bad actions of a few. 

	
6.					Do	you	support	the	current	administration’s	$40	million	dollar	Security	
Plan?		What	is	one	component	that	you	would	keep,	and	one	component	that	you	
would	change?	
	
I	support	a	security	plan.	I	don’t	necessarily	believe	that	the	$40million	dollar	price	
tag	is	necessary.		In	general,	I	would	hold	the	entire	plan	up	to	the	standard	criteria	
of	what	is	the	measurable	impact	on	the	citizens	of	New	Orleans.		Components	of	the	
security	plan	that	do	not	achieve	this	I	would	amend	or	eliminate	and	components	
that	achieve	this	I	would	keep	and	even	expand	if	advantageous.	
	
Specifically,	I	like	the	"a	rebranding	of	the	French	Quarter	and	Bourbon	Street's	
image	as	a	cultural	destination”.	For	one,	our	culture	is	the	main	reason	tourist	
come	to	New	Orleans,	two	rebranding	puts	some	of	the	responsibility	on	French	
Quarter	businesses	to	create	an	image	that	is	in	line	with	New	Orleans	and	its	
people	and	not	just	commercial	Bourbon	Street	tourism.	
	
I	don’t	like	the	fact	that	it	is	predominately	centered	around	French	Quarter	and	not	
addressing	many	areas	throughout	the	city	that	are	affected	by	crime.		Again	I	would	
make	sure	that	the	investment	of	all	components	to	this	security	plan	fulfill	the	
criteria	of	impacting	New	Orleanians	citizens	not	just	high	tourist	areas.	Also	I	think	
there	needs	to	be	more	of	a	focus	on	removing	blight	throughout	the	city	and	
improving	the	cleanliness	of	the	street	“litter	and	dumping	issue”.	
	
7.					How	will	you	support	neighborhood	bars,	music	venues,	and	small	cultural	
businesses?	
	

1. I will grant permanent non-conforming use to historic bars and music venues 
2. I will work to streamline the permitting process and remove the bureaucracy 
3. I will incentivize cover charge events to promote higher wages for entertainers 
4. I will proactively apply for grants that will help mitigate sound and noise in bars 

and music venues, giving priority to traditional and historic venues. 
5. Create a preservation fund, and request from Baton Rouge that our tourism tax 

money be allocated here to create subsidies that support local business (like 
employment subsidies which will also increase workers’ wages) and incentive 



local landlords (like the rent subsidies) to choice local businesses over national 
chains 

6. I will create ordinance that incentivize landlords to choose local business of 
national chains 

7. I will create a city-sponsored promotion of local and culturally significant 
businesses 
 

8.					Do	you	support	the	permanent	removal	of	the	8PM	street	musician	curfew?	
	
No.	I	think	this	is	a	community	by	community	decision	that	should	be	decided	by	
involved	parties	in	each	community.		I	do	not	support	in	wide	spread	ban	or	removal	
of	regulations.		These	types	of	issues	go	to	the	heart	of	“what	is	defined	as	a	nuisance	
and	what	is	part	of	individual	neighborhood	culture”.		I	feel	strongly	that	this	type	of	
regulation	will	serve	New	Orleans	best	if	applied	neighborhood	by	neighborhood	
where	in	community	organization,	performer	representatives,	and	neighborhood	
associations	are	given	voting	rights.	
	
	
9.					New	Orleans	culture	includes	Black	Masking/Mardi	Gras	Indians	and	brass	
bands,	but	also	funk	and	bounce	music,	spoken	word,	theater	and	dance,	and	much	
more.	How	will	you	partner	with	these	diverse	cultural	communities	in	crafting	
impactful	policies	and	decisions	that	reflect	both	the	values	of	that	community	and	
our	local	government?		
	

1. I will make sure city run public spaces and cultural centers are accessible to 
culture bearers to host cultural programming in the community. 

2. I will work towards finding a balance and identifying opportunity both in 
residential and commercial areas to promote cultural uses, events and 
developments that strengthen neighborhoods 

3. I will promote the 19 cultural product districts in New Orleans 
4. I will ensure that zoning codes, performance standards and city ordinances are 

inclusive and proactive in preserving cultural integrity of our community and its 
people 

5. I will involve and advocate for giving community organizations and 
neighborhood associations voting rights for establishing neighborhood by 
neighborhood definitions of quality of life regulations such as nuisances. 

6. I not only support but will proactively advocate for a living culture preservation 
program 

	
	
10.	Cultural	activity	is	a	great	crime	prevention	tool,	particularly	for	youth.	Provide	
one	specific	example	of	what	you	will	do/advocate	for	to	better	leverage	our	
cultural	assets	to	build	a	safer	community?	
	
I	will	advocate	for	and	support	cultural	cooperatives,	even	providing	use	of	city	
owned	property,	renovation	of	blighted	city	owned	property	to	support	cultural	



based	community	outreach	and	permanent	rehearsal	and	community	space	for	
cultural	activities	
	
11.	Many	of	New	Orleans’	musical/cultural	traditions	are	passed	down	from	teacher	
to	student	and/or	elder	to	young	torchbearer.	How	would	you	assist	in	perpetuating	
our	traditions	for	the	next	generation	within	our	current	school	system?	
	
I	will	work	on	creating	a	partnership	between	the	local	musicians	and	the	public-
school	system	as	well	as	the	after-school	programs	to	keep	music	in	our	schools	and	
keep	musicians	employed	in	this	city.		Having	a	cultural	program	that	provides	
instruction	and	experience	in	music,	performing	arts	and	literary	arts	is	crucial	to	
both	our	city	and	our	children.		The	“arts”	collectively	are	often	the	first	programs	
cut	during	budget	crisis.	They	are	often	lost	in	areas	plagued	by	chronic	budget	
issues,	such	as	New	Orleans.		Also,	“starving	arts”	so	to	speak,	cannot	only	benefit	
from	a	new	source	of	reliable	income	through	this	partnership	they	can	also	diffuse	
their	cultural	values/attributes	into	the	next	generation.	
	
12.	Do	you	support	creating	priority	loading/unloading	zones	for	musicians	on	
Frenchmen	St.	&	Bourbon	St.?	
	
In	general,	yes.		As	with	any	regulation,	their	needs	to	be	clearly	defined	and	outline	
terms	in	order	to	prevent	abuse	that	typically	is	the	root	of	most	contention	in	
communities.	
	


